As [ often do upon arriving at school, | glanced out the window of my office this morning to admire the
light coming across Tussey Mountain. Some days, the light sparkles on the water or on the icy tips of half -
submerged twigs on the edges of the fish pond. On other days, | notice the way the early light almost glows on
the tall grasses planted between the bare, still trees.

This morning, the light fell on two small moving objects on the gray rocks just
inside the fence near the bird feeders. A closer look revealed a pair of ducks
waddling to and fro on the rocks, in what looked like an attempt to find a special
sunny spot. The couple settled in and remained there for much of the morning,
taking flight only when the children came tumbling onto the playground. Happy,
loud voices calling to one another made an almost ringing sound in the chilly air.

Spring must surely be near, in nature and in the hearts of children at Friends
and everywhere. Enjoy a glimpse of whatos
school in this issue of A Friendly Voice and go to our website for more news.

As always, please visit when you can and stay in touch!
Lori Pacchioli, Development Director

A K- 8 Friends School - A Difference That Makes A Difference

by Dan Hendey, Head of School

During my years at Friends School, | have heard parents say that it is a remarkable place and that they wish we
had a high school program. While we often wish we could keep our students for another four years, we also
know that our current configuration is ideally suited for learning and making the most out of childhood. We feel
that we do an excellent job preparing our students to embrace the transition to high school.

Your choice of schools is an investment in your child and is worthy of your time and resources. School is where
your children live for most of the day, for most of the week, during their critical formative years. State

College Friends School specializes in these formative years. Here, students

encounter an environment created and staffed by experts in early childhood,

elementary, and middle school education. The program is designed to encour-

age active participation, responsibility, individuality, academic excellence and

the formation of strong values. Research affirms that vi
schools like Friends School do an outstanding job equipping students for high

school, college and life. So, just what is different about a small K -8 Friends

school?

The Benefits of Being Known

Self -esteem soars when students are recognized for their unique interests,
personalities and talents within a close -knit community of peers and teachers.
They can be themselves and focus on |l earning. Focusing o

instruction is more personalized and more engaging. Engagement enhances
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